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March 24: "I'm very impressed," said Virgilio Godoy Reyes, head of the opposition Independent
Liberal Party. "This is the most hopeful sign we've had. Now I'm waiting for signs that the
Sandinistas are really going to comply." Mauricio Diaz Davilla, who represents opposition parties
on the National Reconciliation Commission established under the regional peace accord, said that
with its commitments in Sapoa, Nicaragua "really opened up a lot...I have to say that the Sandinistas
made concessions most of us political leaders did not think they would ever make. There are serious
obstacles ahead, especially the question of separating the army from Sandinista political control.
But what I see in this agreement tells me that now there is real political will to change things here."
Secretary of State George Shultz said the accord was an important step forward, while the White
House declined to describe it as a positive development. At a White House meeting, national
security adviser Colin Powell told officials that he had been unaware the contras were about to sign
such an accord. House Speaker Jim Wright said the accord "inaugurates a new chapter" in Central
American peace efforts. Contra leader Adolfo Calero said the contras had felt abandoned by the US.
White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater stated "a major concern" of the administration is that
agreeing to the cease-fire was a ploy by the Nicaraguan government to delay any US resumption of
military aid to the contras. "It is essential that an aid program be formulated to keep the pressure
on the Sandinistas to comply with their agreement worked out last night," Fitzwater said. March 27:
On the CBS news program, "Face the Nation," Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs,
Elliott Abrams, said he thought the contras had struck the best deal possible with the Nicaraguan
government, considering that Congress had cut them off from aid since the end of February.
President Daniel Ortega, who was interviewed on the same program, praised the agreement and
urged Reagan to respect a cease-fire. Contra leader Adolfo Calero, appearing on NBC's "Meet
the Press," said he wanted a US guarantee of quick military aid in the event that the government
breached the cease-fire pact. House Speaker Jim Wright, also interviewed on "Meet the Press,"
predicted that he and other Democrats would be able to agree with the Republicans on a contra
aid package. At a Mass Sunday morning in Managua, Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo said the
agreement signed March 23 was "only a truce." He added that he would carefully observe the
actions of both sides. (Basic data from several sources, including Reuters, 03/27/88; New York Times,
03/25/88)
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